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Welcome letter
Dear friends,
2016 was another big year for AMBER Alert
Europe, maybe even the biggest since its
inception in 2013. Throughout the year AMBER
Alert Europe stayed committed to improving
the protection and recovery of missing children
across Europe to ensure that all children are saved
regardless of the geographical borders.
Around 20% of all missing children cases, are
cross-border in nature. This number reiterates
one of the cross-border challenges Europe is
currently facing and strongly justifies the need for
an improved approach. Protecting our children is
something that connects us all, no matter what
country we are from or what political party we
represent.
In 2016, 465 Members of the European Parliament
signed the Written Declaration to save more
missing children, strongly calling on the European
Commission and European Council to adopt
AMBER Alert Europe’s 5-point plan.

The police do a difficult and demanding job
that does not always allow them to focus on
specific issues. AMBER Alert Europe does have
this time and opportunity - this is why we exist and our aim is to support and compliment what
the police do. We can look for good practice
and then share it as widely as possible, for the
maximum benefit. I have had the privilege of
working in law enforcement since 1971 and
want to continue to use my experience, to
add value to what is done to protect and save
children. We have been very fortunate in being
able to introduce the subject of missing children
and Child Alerts onto the agendas for three

4

Following this Written Declaration, we were
grateful for the strong support by numerous
Member States which was demonstrated
during the Dutch Presidency Initiative, the Joint
Declaration of the nine Salzburg Forum Member
States, the announcement of AMBER Alert Malta
and the launch of AMBER Alert Luxembourg.
We are proud of our accomplishments, but are
already looking forward to the year ahead of
us. The vision for AMBER Alert Europe is clear:
we are dedicated to improving the better use
of citizens’ assistance and strongly promote
effective cooperation across borders to save the
lives of missing children as quickly as possible
and with respect for the privacy of the child.
We owe our progress to your continued support
and engagement. Your help is crucial and will
prevent children from harm or even save their
lives.

Frank Hoen
President AMBER Alert
Europe

successive EU Presidencies. It was a privilege
to share a platform with Maltese Government
Minister Carmelo Abela, when we addressed a
packed audience from the community about
issues relating to missing children. I believe
that much can and has been done through the
efforts of our organisation and I look forward
to sharing my knowledge that will benefit
communities across Europe in the year to come.

Charlie Hedges
Missing Children Police Expert Group
Coordinator

Introduction
When an injured child is being rushed into the
emergency room a quick intake assessment will
take place. This enables medical staff to quickly
identify risk and potentially save a child’s life. This
process is commonly referred to as triage.
A similar process is critical when a child goes
missing and the child’s life or health is at
serious risk of harm
250 000 children are reported missing in the
EU each year. 1 Sometimes, the life of a missing
child is in imminent danger. In these cases,
every minute counts and immediate action is
required. Extensive research shows that in 76%
of abduction cases where a child was killed,
the child was killed within three hours after the
abduction. 2,3
Protection of missing children
Dedicated to the protection of missing children,
AMBER Alert Europe trains law enforcement,
connects law enforcement across borders and
helps law enforcement connect with the public
when the police believe the public can help save
the child’s life.

The European Child Rescue Alert &
Police Network on Missing Children
AMBER Alert Europe is an international
not for profit organisation with 23
members (law enforcement, Ministries
& NGOs) in 16 countries. Its Police
Network consists of over 40 experts
representing law enforcement from 14
EU countries. The goals of AMBER Alert
Europe are backed by 465 Members
of the European Parliament: most
successful Written Declaration since
2011.

‘Missing children in the European Union, Mapping, data collection and statistics’, research conducted by Ecorys for the
European Commission, 2013
2
Case Management for Missing Children Homicide Investigation’, Washington State Office of the Attorney General & US
3
Department of Justice Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, May 2006 – research based on large numbers of
real cases
1
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Background
In November 2008, AMBER Alert Netherlands
was launched together by social enterprise
Netpresenter and the Dutch police. Presently,
the Dutch AMBER Alert reaches more than 12
million Dutch citizens. AMBER Alert Netherlands
has become a prime example of how citizen
sourcing can work; in 75 percent of the AMBER
Alerts, the child was successfully recovered.
AMBER Alert Netherlands forms an integral part
of the Dutch police services.
AMBER Alert Europe
Drawing upon the Dutch experience, and
in the conviction, that it should not matter
where a child comes from for its chances to
be found, AMBER Alert Europe was launched
in March 2013 by a group of specialists in law
enforcement and IT services with the following
goal:
•

to be a life-saving factor in abductions or
disappearances of missing children or other
vulnerable people throughout Europe;

•

to undertake any further actions necessary
related to achieving or advancing abovementioned goal, in the broadest sense.
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Current goals and way forward
AMBER Alert Europe’s current agenda and future
actions are shaped by its 5-point plan that serves
as a stepping stone in improving mechanisms to
save more missing children.
1. A bigger, stronger AMBER Alert network
2. More flexibility in issuing alerts
3. Better cross-border information sharing
4. Better cross-border police co-operation
5. Border checks on children’s passports

01
Strong support
European Parliament

1. Strong support
European Parliament:
most successful written
declaration since 2011
In 2008, the European Commission called on
the Member States to introduce and develop
national AMBER Alert systems and improve
cross-border coordination. Currently only 17
Member States have a system of which only 8
have been used more than once.
Most successful Written Declaration since
2011
Too little progress has been made since the
recommendations on child alerting were
introduced in 2008. Together with 18 colleagues,
representing the 6 biggest political European
parties, Member of the European Parliament
Tomas Zdechovsky (CZ, EPP) filed a Written
Declaration. The declaration called on the
European Commission and the European
Council to subscribe to and adopt AMBER Alert
Europe’s 5-point plan.

European cooperation on saving the lives of
missing children. The Written Declaration is the
most successful Declaration since 2011.
Mr. Zdechovský, Member of the European
Parliament and initiator of this Declaration, is
proud of this historic result and proposes the
first step: "We call on the European Commission
and European Council to adopt AMBER Alert
Europe’s 5-point plan. This is crucial to improve
European cooperation in saving the lives of
endangered missing children".
5-point plan
AMBER Alert Europe’s 5 point plan was
introduced on May 20th 2015, by Dr. Kay
Swinburne MEP (UK, European Conservatives
and Reformists). The 5-point plan was introduced
during a high-profile event in the European
Parliament in Strasbourg. During the event Dr.
Swinburne, backed by her British Conservative
colleagues and 160+ MEPs, called for a stronger
European AMBER Alert network.

A great majority of 465 Members of the
European Parliament from all 28 Member
States and all 9 political groups support AMBER
Alert Europe’s 5-point plan and call for better

"This declaration helps use the opportunities that the EU
offers regarding international protection of minors, to find
lost or kidnapped children, and thus, save lives. These are
exactly the types of actions with which we can bring the EU
closer to the citizens because they can see and experience the
benefits of European cooperation in their everyday lives."

Kinga Gál (MEP)
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This is why I have given my full support to this initiative, both as an MEP and
as a mother. This is another clear example of the importance and benefit of
cooperation and understanding between member states.
Roberta Metsola - MEP

465 MEPs have now signed WD backing Amber Alert's 5 key points to save
endangered missing children http://www.amberalert.eu/projects/policy/ …
@AmberAlertEU
Anthea McIntyre - MEP

European Parliament adopts action plan to save missing children in most
successful Written Declaration since 2011
Caterina Chinnici - MEP

Rekordna podpora za pisno izjavo v EP po letu 2011 #AmberAlert @
PatricijaSulin @TomZdechovsky
Robert Velikonja - MEP

Jedna z nejúspěšnějších written declaration,kterou EP bude projednávat ve
středu-@AmberAlertEU #missingchildren
Tomáš Zdechovský - MEP
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5-point plan in 2016

2.1 A bigger, stronger
AMBER Alert network
AMBER Alert Europe’s ultimate goal is to improve
the protection of endangered missing children
in Europe and support the EU recommendations
for all Member States to have child alert systems
that are interoperable with other Member States.
Currently 18 European countries have alert
systems in place of which 9 have been used
at least once. These systems are currently not
interoperable with other European AMBER Alert
systems.
AMBER Alert Europe actively works with Member
States to assist them both with the development
of alert systems and further improvements of
already existing systems. AMBER Alert Europe
also promotes the idea of using this technology
for publicly sharing endangered missing children
on the platform that do not meet the necessary
criteria for triggering an alert.
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg launches
national AMBER Alert system
The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg teamed up
with AMBER Alert Europe and successfully
launched an AMBER Alert system on April 28th,
2016. Following the example of the Netherlands
and Slovak Republic, Luxembourg became the
third country to have an alert system provided
by AMBER Alert Europe. AMBER Alert Europe
actively advised and instructed the Grand Duchy
of Luxembourg on the development of the
system and facilitated contacts between the
Luxembourgish police experts and the Dutch
Police.

In line with the Dutch system, the
Luxembourgish police will use the system when
the police fear the life of an abducted or missing
child is in imminent danger. In addition to
AMBER Alerts, parts of the system will be used to
find endangered missing children.
A bigger network of connected citizens and
organisations
The more people are on the lookout for a
missing child, the greater the chances the child
is recovered safely. The success of AMBER Alert
systems extensively depends on voluntary
cooperation of citizens, governments, and public
& private organisations across Europe.
Managing the development of technology
modules
AMBER Alert Europe manages the development
of technology modules through citizen sourcing
and facilitates the sharing of these and other
relevant technological innovations, as well as
standardised communication protocols. For
example, AMBER Alert Europe continuously
innovates the AMBER Alert platform by adding
new tools, such as online advertising and the
Facebook integration. In 2016 AMBER Alert
Europe started a cooperation with Victim
Support Europe. Victim Support Europe
automatically displays active AMBER Alerts on
their website.
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Privacy
Privacy is at the core of the work of AMBER Alert
Europe. AMBER Alert Europe actively shares
good practices between police experts and calls
for the cautionary use of social media.
A quick risk assessment by trained experts
is crucial to quickly define who is at risk and
in need of immediate help. Once the risk is
qualified, the right instruments to safely recover
the child should be deployed. Social media is
one of those powerful instruments.
Together with its experts, AMBER Alert Europe
compiled a list of issues that should be taken
into consideration when using (social) media to
find missing children.

Coming up
On August 1st 2016, Carmelo Abela, the Minister
of Home Affairs and National Security in Malta,
announced that Malta will launch a national
AMBER Alert system during its Presidency of
the European Council, taking place in the first
half of 2017. "The system will allow the Police
to make use of a structured, efficient and rapid
arrangement to make the public aware when
the life of an abducted or missing child is feared
to be in imminent danger", said Minister for
Home Affairs and National Security, Carmelo
Abela. The public will thus be in a better position
to assist the Police so that a missing child facing
impending and serious peril is found as quickly
as possible.
In 2017, AMBER Alert Europe will continue its
partnership with Facebook. AMBER Alert Europe
will coordinate the partnership between AMBER
Alert Malta, AMBER Alert Luxembourg and
Facebook to automatically display AMBER Alerts
in the news feeds of Facebook users in that
specific country.

Luxembourgish Minister of Justice and Secretary of State of the
Ministry of Internal Security sign up for AMBER Alert Luxembourg
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2.2 More flexibility in
issuing AMBER Alerts
AMBER Alert Europe has been an advocate for
amending the current criteria. AMBER Alert
Europe calls for amending the current criteria for
issuing child alerts by adding the possibility to
issue an alert when law enforcement specialists
have assessed that the child’s life is in imminent
danger.
First research on the usefulness of child alert
systems in Europe
The exploratory study on the usefulness of child
alert mechanism published by AMBER Alert
Europe and The Centre for the Study of Missing
Persons examines the AMBER Alert systems in
the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, the Czech
Republic and Poland.
In a declaration adopted on 2 September 2008,
the European Parliament called on the Member
States to launch AMBER Alert mechanisms and
to conclude cooperation agreements to allow
for cross-border alerts. They set the minimum
common criteria to be:
1. The victim is a minor (under 18 years of age);
2. It is a proven abduction or there are clear
elements indicating that it could be the case
of abduction;
3. The health or life of the victim is at high risk;
4. Information is available which, once
disseminated, will allow the victim to be
located;
5. Publication of this information is not
expected to add to the risk facing the victim.

However, this study confirms that in the
best interest of a child some systems are not
only used for abduction cases. The UK, The
Netherlands and France have already issued
alerts for non-abduction cases because
specialists assessed the child’s life was in
imminent danger.
Global framework for setting up AMBER Alert
systems
AMBER Alert Europe partnered with ICMEC
(International Centre for Missing & Exploited
Children) and designed a 14-point framework to
be considered when developing an alert system.
AMBER Alert Europe advocates for flexible
criteria for when to trigger an alert:
1. The child is under 18 years old;
2. There is information to indicate that the child
is in imminent danger of serious harm or
death; and
3. There is sufficient information available to
enable the public to assist police in locating
the child.
The final decision for when to issue an alert must
always be taken after a thorough risk assessment
is carried out. Therefore, risk to the child rather
than the circumstance should take precedence
when the authorities consider to issue an alert.
Coming up
AMBER Alert Europe will continue advocating
more flexibility in issuing AMBER Alerts. More
research and relevant training programs will be
developed in 2017 to support law enforcement
agencies and provide them with the right tools
to quickly assess risk in the context of missing
persons.
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2.3 Better cross-border
information sharing
Every endangered missing child should be
found as quickly as possible and this must
not be inhibited by them crossing the border.
The search for missing children often stops
at the internal borders of EU Member States.
In recognition that border cities and regions
account for 37.5% of the EU population , AMBER
Alert Europe advocates for better cross-border
information sharing in case of an (extremely
worrying) child disappearance. Therefore, AMBER
Alert Europe encourages the development
of protocols and practices to ensure that
when a child is at risk in a border area, or law
enforcement suspects the child may have
crossed the internal border, law enforcement
agencies and the public in the other country are
informed immediately.

Successful collaborations among law
enforcement
At the request of national law enforcement
agencies, AMBER Alert Europe assisted in
disseminating information about missing
children across borders. For example, in
case of a Dutch AMBER Alert (abducted in
the Netherlands and located in India) and a
German missing boy (abducted in Germany and
recovered in Spain). Following the abduction of
a 2.5-year-old girl from Amsterdam, information
about the girl was displayed in public places
across Germany because the police suspected
the child was in Germany.
Dutch Presidency Initiative
On May 25th, International Missing Children’s
Day, the Dutch Minister of Justice and Security,
organised a European conference during
their Presidency of the European Council. The
conference brought together experts from 25
European countries, the European Commission,
Interpol and NGOs and was intended to further
enhance cross-border cooperation. One of the
outcomes of the meeting was the creation of
non-binding guidelines for cross-border citizens’
assistance.

Information
about the Dutch girl was disseminated via public
14
screens at train stations and airports in Germany

Euregional cooperation
In collaboration with the Euregion Meuse-Rhine
and the Province of Limburg, a cross-border
project with the principal goal of recovering
endangered missing persons has been
developed. Twenty (regional) media outlets in
the Netherlands, Belgium, and Germany signed
up to be quickly informed when a vulnerable
person is missing in the Euregion Meuse-Rhine.
In 2016, Information about 4 missing children
was shared with all partners involved.

Coming up
AMBER Alert Europe will continue and expand
its Euregional pilot projects. Together with law
enforcement agencies from all over Europe
conferences and meetings will be organised
to further enhance cross-border information
sharing, for example during the Salzburg Forum
Law Enforcement Expert Meeting on Missing
Persons that will be organised by the Ministry of
the Interior in the Czech Republic and AMBER
Alert Europe in May 2017 in Prague, the Czech
Republic.

Best practices across Europe
Police in Switzerland and Germany teamed
up for the investigation in search of a 12-yearold Swiss boy. During the investigation, the
Swiss authorities tipped off their German
counterparts and signalled that a man living in
Düsseldorf may have been behind the child’s
disappearance. Fortunately, after storming the
man’s apartment, the boy was recovered safely.
This case proves the importance of immediate
cross-border information-sharing between
European police forces to guarantee a quick
recovery of a missing child.

"As the current EU president
we have the chance to improve
European cooperation and find
missing persons more quickly."
Ard van der Steur, Minister of Justice and Security
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2.4 Better cross-border
law enforcement
cooperation
AMBER Alert Europe believes that when a child’s
life is in danger, law enforcement should be able
to immediately initiate an immediate crossborder action. Therefore, AMBER Alert Europe
created and has been expanding its informal
European Police Network in the field of missing
children and child alerting. Over 40 experts
from 14 European Member States share contact
information and best practices to support each
other in missing children cases.
Platform for police experts on child alerts &
missing children
AMBER Alert Europe developed an online
platform for Police Experts on Missing Children.
AMBER Alert Europe actively works on the
expansion of its members. The platform provides
experts an always up-to-date overview of
relevant information on AMBER Alert systems
in Europe and contact information for their
European counterparts. This enables experts to
quickly contact or consult colleagues to request
an AMBER Alert or advice on cases of missing
children.
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AMBER Alert Europe’s also created a training
platform for law enforcement experts. Law
enforcement professionals are able to educate
themselves and spread the knowledge about
topics related to missing children and child alerts
from AMBER Alert Europe’s publications.
Dutch Presidency Initiative
On May 25th, International Missing Children’s
Day, the Dutch Minister of Justice and Security
announced a European police network for
missing children experts. The network, initiated
by AMBER Alert Europe, was announced during
a conference of the NL Presidency attended
by European law enforcement experts from 25
European countries, European Commission,
Interpol and NGOs.
This initiative is designed to improve crossborder cooperation and find missing children
quickly. The new network provides a platform for
police experts in the field of child alerting and
missing children. It provides experts access to
up-to-date information and the ability to quickly
contact, or consult colleagues across Europe, in
cases of missing children. This forum for better
European cooperation will simplify and speed
up actions in locating and recovering children
who go missing across internal borders.

Salzburg Forum agrees on enhanced
cooperation to save missing children
On November 3rd and 4th, Ministers of the
Salzburg Forum adopted a Joint Declaration
which acknowledges the urgent need for new
solutions and improvements in the search
for missing children, including a better use of
citizens’ assistance and an effective inter-agency
cooperation. The Joint Declaration was signed
by Ministers of Interior Affairs from Austria,
Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Hungary,
Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia.
Expert meeting on saving missing children in
2017
To further develop these ideas and support
law enforcement, the nine Ministers welcomed
the idea of organising an expert meeting in
the first half of 2017. During this meeting the
notion of a quick risk assessment to qualify the
risk of a missing child will be discussed. "I hope
we will be able to meet on an expert basis and
prepare some changes which would enhance
our cooperation when child goes missing on any
of the Member States territory", elaborates Milan
Chovanec, Minister of the Interior of the Czech
Republic.

Nordic Countries and Switzerland exchange
best practices on missing children with
AMBER Alert Europe
On March 3rd, AMBER Alert Europe was
consulted by the 1st line managers of the Nordic
Countries, participating in their meeting in
Copenhagen, Denmark. This meeting brought
together law enforcement professionals from
five Nordic countries; Denmark, Sweden, Finland,
Norway and Iceland. On August 12th, AMBER
Alert Europe was consulted by the Federal Police
in Switzerland. The meeting brought together
specialist from the Federal Police, SIRENE and
the Federal Office of Justice in the field of
missing children. Aim of these meetings was to
exchange good practices to improve protection
of endangered missing children in Europe.
Coming up
AMBER Alert Europe will continue to expand
its informal police network for missing children
experts. The main goal of this network is to
exchange contacts and best practices. This will
be stimulated by organising trainings and expert
meeting, for example during the Salzburg Forum
Law Enforcement Expert Meeting on Missing
Persons that will be organised by the Ministry of
the Interior in the Czech Republic and AMBER
Alert Europe in May 2017 in Prague, the Czech
Republic.

"When a child goes missing, quick and effective
cross-border information exchange between
national law enforcement authorities and other
expert bodies is therefore crucial. Since every
endangered missing child deserves an equal chance
of being found as quickly as possible, this must not
be inhibited by them crossing borders."
Milan Chovanec, Minister of the Interior of the Czech Republic
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2.5 Improving the
identification and
protection of children
at borders
An early assessment of a missing child report
to determine the urgency of the investigation
is critical. To identify and protect children at EU
external borders, Member States should make
every effort to immediately enter endangered
missing children in the Schengen Information
System (SIS II). Furthermore, border guards
should be actively informed of endangered
missing children and AMBER Alerts by law
enforcement agencies. Raising awareness and
providing practical guidance for border guards
is essential to identify and protect children that
may be at serious risk of harm such as trafficking,
smuggling and abduction.
Revision of the Schengen Information
System
The Schengen Information System (SIS) is a
large-scale information database that supports
external border control and law enforcement
cooperation in the EU and Schengen associated
countries. The current version of SIS (SIS II)
enables competent authorities, such as police
and border guards, to enter and consult alerts on
certain categories of wanted or missing persons,
lost or stolen property.
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In 2016, the Commission carried out a
comprehensive evaluation of SIS, three years
after the entry into operation of its second
generation and put forward a legislative
package containing several proposals aimed at
responding more effectively to the pressures at
the EU external borders.
One proposal which has been strongly
advocated by AMBER Alert Europe is the
inclusion of preventive alerts for children
who are at high risk of being harmed besides
abduction. We support broadening the scope
of preventive alerts to besides (parental)
abductions include children that are at high
risk of going missing, for example minors who
go missing and are suspected to travel to IS
territory.
AMBER Alert Europe also supports the proposed
reinforced checks, categorisation of SIS alerts and
the use of biometrics in terms of accelerating
the investigative process into finding missing
children. AMBER Alert Europe actively continues
advocating positive improvements to SIS in the
context of prevention and recovery of missing
children. These efforts will be relentlessly
pursued throughout the revision process of SIS.
Coming up
AMBER Alert Europe will continue to promote
further improvements of the Schengen
Information System, especially the inclusion of
preventive alerts for children at risk.
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3. Missing Children Day
2016: European wide
prevention campaign
to keep children safe

The main goal of AMBER Alert Europe’s
international campaign is to share good
practices from experts from all over the world.
To keep children safe, it is important that as
many people as possible are aware of what to do
when their child goes missing.

Short animated videos developed by missing
persons police experts from all over Europe
teach parents how to keep their children safe.
The campaign was launched by AMBER Alert
Europe on May 25th, International Missing
Children’s Day. Germany, Poland, Slovak Republic,
Czech Republic, The Netherlands, Romania, Italy,
Serbia, Portugal and the UK are among the first
countries to run the campaign.
The videos are the latest addition to AMBER Alert
Europe’s Missing Children Training Centre. In
this center, law enforcement experts in the field
of missing children share their knowledge and
expertise with law enforcement professionals,
parents and children.

European wide prevention campaign to keep children safe
amberalert.eu/missing-children-training
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4. Statistics

Overview of the Main Results
AMBER Alerts

AMBER Alert Europe is collecting data on
missing children publicised by law enforcement
authorities. The aim of this data collection is
to gain better knowledge into the number
of missing children publicly shared by law
enforcement or police mandated organisations
and the use of AMBER Alert systems in Europe.

•
•
•
•

The data in this report is collected by
AMBER Alert Europe by daily monitoring
of law enforcement and police mandated
organisations’ websites from 22 European Union
(EU) Member States and Switzerland. Naturally,
the collected data does not represent the total
number of children who go annually missing in
Europe.
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•

•
•

29 AMBER Alerts were issued in 5 countries;
The AMBER Alerts involved 33 children;
The average age is 10 years old;
In 83% of the cases the children were
recovered within 24 hours after issuing the
AMBER Alert;
13 abductors were involved in 8 AMBER Alert
cases of which 8 had a known relationship
with the children;
The Czech Republic issued the majority of
AMBER Alerts with 55 percent (n=16);
The highest number of AMBER Alerts were
issued in July (n=5) and August (n=5).

Missing Children
• AMBER Alert Europe mapped 3,536 missing
children in 22 EU Member States and
Switzerland;
• 73% of missing children were recovered
within one month after having been
reported missing.
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5.1 Members
AMBER Alert Europe is backed by police missing
children experts, NGOs, law enforcement and
465 Members of the European Parliament. It has
23 members in 16 countries, 8 of which are law
enforcement organisations. Members include
police organisations, ministries and NGOs (with
police mandate on the topic) from the UK,
Germany, the Netherlands, Poland, Italy, Czech
Republic, Romania, Portugal, Slovak Republic,
Estonia, Luxembourg, and Greece.
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AMBER Alert Europe is working closely with
organisations that issue or re-broadcast the
Canadian and US AMBER Alert as well as with
organisations active in this field in Russia and
Belarus. AMBER Alert Europe believes European
and transnational cooperation is needed to cope
with the growing cross border nature of the
problem of missing children. We encourage all
organisations active in the field of child alerting
to join us.

AMBER Alert Netherlands,
working with the Dutch
police on the Dutch AMBER
Alert (Netherlands)

Dutch Missing Persons
Bureau, part of the Dutch
National Police (Netherlands)

Initiative Vermisste Kinder,
working closely with the
German police (Germany)

National Police – Central
Operational Service, Italy

Child Exploitation and Online
Protection Centre (CEOP), part
of UK policing (UK)

ITAKA, Centre for Missing
People, working with the
Polish police regarding the
Child Alert (Poland)

Ministere de la Securite
Interieure, Luxembourg

Ministere de la Justice,
Luxembourg

La Police Grand-Ducale,
Luxembourg

Missing Persons Centre KGP,
National Police, managing the
Polish Child Alert (Poland)

Action Against Abduction,
formerly PACT, United
Kingdom

Child Helpline at Slovak
Committee for UNICEF,
working with the Slovak
Police to create a Slovak Child
Alert (Slovak Republic)

Omnibus, the Hellenic Centre
for Research & Action for
Missing Persons, scientific
NGO (Greece)

Salvati Copiii (Save the
Children Romania), Romanian
children’s rights NGO
(Romania)

International Centre for
Missing & Exploited Children
(ICMEC), working closely with
the US AMBER Alert program
(US)

ROCIT, providing technologies
to bring Russian missing
children home (Russia)

RijnmondVeilig, the crisis
alert platform of the
Dutch regional authority
of Rotterdam-Rijnmond
(Netherlands)

National Coordination
Mechanism of the Search for
Missing Children (NKMPPD),
part of the Ministry of the
Interior (Czech Republic)

Ponimanie, Belarus NGO
focused on child protection
(Belarus)

Groupcall have been selected
to provide the automatic
distribution system for the
Child Rescue Alert in the UK

Associação Portuguesa de
Crianças Desaparecidas
(APCD), Portuguese missing
children association (Portugal)
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Kadunud, Estonia

Missing Children Society of
Canada, Canada

Supporting organisation

5.2 Members joining in 2017

Ministry for Home Affairs and
Security, Malta
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Malta Police Force, Malta

Supporting organisation
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7. AMBER Alert Europe
Board
New board members
In 2016, AMBER Alert Europe welcomed Vic
Reuter as a new member of the advisory board
of AMBER Alert Europe.

He is specialised in the field of crisis
communication and public relations. Previously,
he worked for the European Union in the Kosovo
(EULEX) and the Ukraine (EUAM) missions as
Head of Press and Public Information Office.

Vic Reuter
Victor Reuter, who has been with the Grand
Ducal Police for over 15 years, brings a wealth
of knowledge and experience to AMBER Alert
Europe’s Advisory Board.

Board of Directors
Petra Binkova (Czech Republic)
Ministry of the Interior of the Czech
Republic.
Carole Bird (Canada)
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (ret.)

Frank Hoen (The Netherlands)
AMBER Alert Europe & AMBER Alert
Netherlands, Netpresenter

Advisory Board
Caroline Humer (USA)
International Centre for Missing &
Exploited Children
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Henk Jansen (The Netherlands)
Independent Security and Investigations
Professional, former Dutch Police (a.o. head
of Organised Crime Division)

Lars Bruhns (Germany)
Initiative Vermisste Kinder

Rinus van Schendelen
(The Netherlands)
Erasmus University Rotterdam

Victor Reuter (Luxembourg)
Grand Ducal Police

Maurice Lenferink (The Netherlands)
Safety Region Rotterdam-Rijnmond

01
Annex

Financial Report 2016

31

